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Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.07 pm]: I am just trying to 
wrap up a few comments I have to make in relation to questions that were asked of me on the Conservation and 
Land Management Amendment Bill 2015. I foreshadow that, given the time, it is unlikely that we will get to 
Committee of the Whole today, because there is still some other business of the house that I need to follow 
through on. I let members know that I will adjourn debate on this bill once I have finished my comments. 

Other questions that were asked of me relate to comments about the process of vesting the new reserves. The 
information I have is that the minister and native title holders agreed to have joint vesting, and that falls under 
proposed section 8AA(3). The minister advises the Minister for Lands, when creating the reserve, to jointly vest 
at that instant in the commission and the Aboriginal body corporate, and that falls under proposed section 
8AA(2)(a). 

Hon Lynn MacLaren asked some other questions, and I just quickly want to go to my question and answer page 5. 
She asked how the new Conservation and Parks Commission would operate, particularly with regard to the number 
of seven members. The Conservation and Parks Commission will replace the Conservation Commission and the 
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority as the vesting authority for the conservation estate. The Marine Parks and 
Reserves Scientific Advisory Committee has been inoperative for a number of years and will be abolished. The new 
commission will consist of seven members and existing members of the Conservation Commission and the MPRA 
will be eligible for appointment. The new commission will operate in much the same way as the previous authority, 
except it will no longer have the capacity to employ staff; instead, staff will be employed by the Department of 
Parks and Wildlife, which is an administrative arrangement that is already in place. 

Hon Adele Farina: Already in place? 

Hon HELEN MORTON: It is already in place, yes. It has been in place for quite a while. 

I think I have covered the issue to do with joint vesting, although there was a question asked about amendments 
to the Land Administration Act. I will leave that until we go into committee so that I can have an adviser with 
me to provide that level of information. The member also asked about the mechanism for including Aboriginal 
body corporates, and the time frames for that. That is not something that is covered off in my current briefing 
notes and that I can refer to, so, again, that can come up in conversation when we are in committee. 

Hon Stephen Dawson asked about consultation, which I have covered. He also asked about the joint vesting 
supports, which I have talked about, but there may be some further information that he wants, and that can come 
up in committee. He also asked about the Liberal Party’s policy and whether I am able to provide information 
about when the new biodiversity act will come into Parliament. To reiterate what I said in the form of 
interjection, that is not related to this bill specifically, so it might be something that the member can put on 
notice or without notice to the Minister for Environment to get that information if he is that interested in it. 

With those few comments, I commend the bill to the house. 

Question out and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 
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